
Check off each activity as you complete it. 

Name: _______________________________________________

Unit 5: Technology at Work 

Daily Take-Home Activity Calendar
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
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Carrier Pigeons 
pp. 2–3

Carrier Pigeons
pp. 2–3

Atom’s Day Off 
pp. 4–5

Atom’s Day Off
pp. 4–5

Carrier Pigeons; Atom’s 
Day Off pp. 2–5

• Read aloud the text.

• Ask your child to point to and read the 
first word of each sentence. 

• Ask: Which words begin with th-? 
(These, They, Then)

• Read aloud the text.

• Ask your child to draw a circle around 
the words take, train, place, and raise. 
Together, say the words sound by sound. 
(t/a/ke, tr/ai/n, pl/a/ce, r/ai/se)

• Ask: How are these four words alike? 
(All have a long a sound.) Which pairs 
have the same long a spelling pattern? 
(take, place; train, raise)

• Read aloud the story.

• Help your child find and draw a circle 
around each character’s name. (Data, 
Atom) Together, clap the syllables in the 
words. 

• Ask: How are the vowel sounds in these 
two words alike? (Both have short a in 
the first syllable and short u in the second 
syllable.)

• Read aloud the story.

• Say the following words and ask your child 
to tell you the vowel sounds: left (short 
e), cleaned (long e), day (long a), break 
(long a), lost (short o), track (short a). 

• Together, find and read each of these 
words in the story.

• Review the two selections.

• Ask: How do carrier pigeons give 
messages? (on paper) How do the 
robots give messages? (by beeping)

• Discuss which type of technology came 
first. If needed, help your child use the 
first sentence on page 3 as a clue.
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A Handy Machine 
pp. 6–7

A Handy Machine
pp. 6–7

Two Places at Once
pp. 8–9

Two Places at Once 
pp. 8–9

A Handy Machine; Two 
Places at Once pp. 6–9

• Read aloud the text.

• Ask your child to find the word hand on 
page 7 and Handy in the title. Read the 
words together and discuss how they are 
alike and different.

• Challenge your child to find the word 
hand in two more words in the text. 
(hands, handprint)

• Read aloud the text.

• Ask your child to find a sentence with 
a question mark and one with an 
exclamation point and practice reading 
them aloud.

• Remind him or her to reread and correct 
any words that don’t look right or make 
sense, assisting as needed.

• Read aloud the story.

• Ask your child to draw a circle around the 
words traffic and tablet. 

• Together, read the words by syllables. 
(traf/fic, tab/let)

• Read aloud the story.

• Help your child find the words reading 
and ending. Read the words together.

• Ask: How are these two words alike? (Both 
end in -ing.)

• Review the two selections.

• Ask: What problem does the scanner 
solve? What technology does Ms. Ruiz 
use to solve her problem? 
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Unplug! 
pp. 10–11

Unplug! 
pp. 10–11

I Wonder
pp. 12–13

I Wonder 
pp. 12–13

Unplug!; I Wonder
pp. 10–13

• Read aloud the text.

• Ask your child to draw a circle around 
the words screens, week, and read. 
Together, say the words sound by sound. 
(scr/ee/ns, w/ee/k, r/ea/d) 

• Ask: How are these three words alike? 
(All have a long e sound.) 

• Read aloud the text.

• Ask your child to find words that end 
with -ch or -tch. (watch, much, each)

• Read each word. Discuss how the -ch 
and -tch endings sound alike.

• Read aloud the rhyme.

• Remind your child that some words aren’t 
spelled the way they sound.

• Together, practice reading and spelling 
aloud the words who, knew, and would.

• Read aloud the rhyme.

• Ask your child to practice reading his or 
her favorite stanza aloud. 

• Remind him or her to reread and correct 
any words that don’t look right or make 
sense, assisting as needed.

• Review the two selections.

• Help your child find the word 
technology in each selection.

• Ask: What types of technology do 
we read about in “Unplug!”? In “I 
Wonder”? 
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