
Check off each activity as you complete it. 

Name: _______________________________________________

Unit 6: Stories Teach Many Lessons 

Daily Take-Home Activity Calendar
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
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Not So Scary 
pp. 14–15

Not So Scary 
pp. 14–15

The Strongest Things 
pp. 16–17

The Strongest Things
pp. 16–17

Not So Scary; The 
Strongest Things pp. 14–17

• Read aloud the story.

• Write the word fun on a piece of 
paper. Then write the word funny. 
Together, read both words, point out 
the -y at the end of funny. Ask your 
child to find and read the word funny 
in the story.

• Repeat with the words scare and 
scary, locating scary in the story.

• Read aloud the story.

• Ask your child to find words that begin 
with wh-. (What, Where) Read the words 
together, emphasizing the wh- sound. 

• Challenge your child to find the word 
that ends like where but begins with th-. 
(there)

• Read aloud the rhyme.

• Reread the first four lines of the rhyme 
and ask your child identify and circle the 
rhyming words. (me, sea)

• Repeat with the rest of the rhyme. (floor, 
door; all, small)

• Read aloud the rhyme.

• Say the following words and ask your 
child to tell you the vowel sounds: just 
(short u), ship (short i), sea (long e), ant 
(short a), spot (short o), crumbs (short 
u), ten (short e).

• Together, find and read each of these 
words in the rhyme.

• Review the two selections.

• Ask: What surprises Pony in the story?

• Discuss what surprising thing the author 
tells about in “The Strongest Things.”
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Pete Saves the Day
pp. 18–19

Pete Saves the Day
pp. 18–19

Dog and His Bone
pp. 20–21

Dog and His Bone 
pp. 20–21

Pete Saves the Day; Dog 
and His Bone pp. 18–21

• Read aloud the story.

• Ask your child to name the ending 
punctuation for each sentence. (period, 
question mark, or exclamation point)

• Together, read the question and 
exclamations with expression.

• Read aloud the story.

• As you say the following words, have 
your child say each one sound by sound 
and then put it back together: Pete (p/e/
te), bike (b/i/ke), rode (r/o/de), huge 
(h/u/ge), these (th/e/se).

• Ask: How are all these words alike? 
(They all have a long vowel and final -e.)

• Read aloud the story.

• Remind your child that some words aren’t 
spelled the way they sound.

• Together, practice reading and spelling 
aloud the words does, wants, and one.

• Read aloud the story.

• Help your child find the word REALLY. 
Together, clap the syllables in the word. 
Discuss what vowel sound you hear in 
both syllables. (long e)

• Ask: Why do you think the author put 
the word REALLY in all uppercase 
letters?

• Review the two selections.

• Ask your child to find and read the 
characters’ names in both stories. 

• Ask: What does Pete want? What does Gus 
want? What does Dog want?
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Why Bear Has a Short 
Tail pp. 22–23

Why Bear Has a Short 
Tail pp. 22–23

Jemma Jay pp. 24–25 Jemma Jay pp. 24–25 Why Bear Has a Short 
Tail; Jemma Jay pp. 22–25

• Read aloud the story.

• Ask your child to find a word that 
begins with sh- (short) and a word that 
ends with -sh (fish). 

• Ask: What other words do you know 
that begin or end with this sound?

• Read aloud the story.

• Help your child find words that end in 
the letters -ed. (asked, waited, wanted, 
pulled)

• Read the words together and discuss 
what -ed sounds like in each word.

• Read aloud the story.

• Ask your child to draw a circle around the 
words plain and pleads. Together, say 
the words sound by sound. (pl/ai/n, pl/
ea/d/s)

• Ask: How are these two words alike? 
(Both begin with the pl sound.)

• Read aloud the story.

• Help your child find the word hungry. 
Together, clap the syllables in the word. 
Discuss what vowel sounds you hear. 
(short u, long e)

• Repeat with the words spotty (short o, 
long e) and tasty (long a, long e). 

• Review the two selections.

• Ask: What does Bear learn? What does 
Jemma Jay learn?

• Ask your child to practice reading his or her 
favorite sentence aloud with expression. 
Say: Remember to reread and correct any 
words that don’t look right or make sense.
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